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              In modern approaches of teaching foreign languages, the project method is considered one of the most effective ways of organizing the studying process for groups of students.  It provides conditions for creative self-realization of students of higher education institutes, increases motivation for studying, promotes the development of intellectual abilities and research skills. The main idea of such an approach of teaching a foreign language is to shift the emphasis from the tedious and monotonous exercises to the active mental activity of students, which requires proficiency in certain linguistic means for its implementation. A project in foreign language learning is understood as a set of exercises or tasks that involve an organized, long-term, independent research activity in a foreign language which is carried out both in the classroom and outside it, and the result of which is the creation of a certain final intellectual, well-planned and summarized product (project) [2]. The peculiarity of the project method is that students independently acquire knowledge in the process of performing practical tasks or solving the problems under discussion.

     For the successful implementation of the project methodology, it is important to take into account several factors while assigning the task, namely: the age of the students and their interests, the level of foreign language proficiency, creative abilities, the level of independence, the degree of technical support etc. While working on the project, students use certain methods, techniques and technologies, namely: methods of synthesis, analysis, deduction, induction, information search, comparison, description, systematization and others. Students are supposed to plan and analyze their own research, use appropriate techniques and strategies, learn to organize the educational process independently [3]. 

The coordinator of the project task is the teacher but his/her role in the educational process has been changed: he/she does not just provide the information but creates appropriate conditions for students to acquire the necessary knowledge and skills. The teacher coordinates the entire process, helps and directs students for necessary information, recommends sources, encourages and stimulates students, helps to  evaluate and analyse the obtained results correctly and find ways to improve knowledge and skills [1]. Students become active participants in the process: they determine the purpose and tasks of the project, find new information independently, develop skills and abilities, experiment, bear responsibility for the results of their research work. 

The implementation of the project includes four main stages: preparation, execution, presentation and summarization, evaluation of the prepared project. The purpose of the preparation stage is to plan the activities of students for the project implementation, namely: determining the main areas of activity, dividing students into subgroups that will work in these areas, determining the format of the expected final product, planning ways and sources of information for the implementation of the research, as well as methods of presentation research results, etc.  The second stage of the project implementation includes the search, analysis and selection of the necessary information, systematization and generalization of the obtained data; the key issues of the presentation of the project work are defined, documentation and reporting are drawn up, and the presentation is created. At this stage students can submit current reports on the progress of their work. At the presentation stage students present the results of their project work. The main goal of the final stage is the analysis and evaluation of the students' projects. At this stage, it is necessary to discuss the results of group work on the project, as well as evaluate the project work as a whole [5]. It is important to teach students to determine independently whether the set goal has been achieved, to evaluate and correct their activities in the proper way.

     In our opinion, the application of the project methodology will contribute to the creation of motivation for learning, providing conditions for the formation of cognitive skills and independent research work, meanwhile acquiring the skills of analysis, generalization, argumentation and presentation of the material prepared during the activity. Implementation of projects creates conditions for the development of critical thinking, allows students to show their individuality, forms a creative personality. 
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