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THE ROLE OF AUTHENTIC MATERIALS
IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF CLIL AND ESP APPROACHES
IN THE PREPARATION OF FUTURE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
TEACHING PROFESSIONALS

Vitvitska N. M.
Assistant Professor at the Department of English
Chernivtsi National University
Chernivtsi, Ukraine

Contemporary transformations in higher pedagogical education neces-
sitate updating methodological approaches to educating future English
teachers. In the context of European integration and the implementation
of a competence-based model of education, integrative approaches
that combine language and professional training, in particular CLIL (Content
and Language Integrated Learning) and ESP (English for Specific Purposes),
are becoming particularly relevant. An important component of the imple-
mentation of these approaches is the use of authentic materials that bring
the learning process closer to the real conditions of academic and profes-
sional communication, contributing to the formation of communicative
competence in future specialists.

CLIL is defined as an integrated approach to learning, in which a foreign
language operates not only as an object of acquisition, but also as a vehicle
for comprehending subject matter. According to D. Coyle, P. Gooda
and D. Marsh, CLIL is characterised by a dual focus on language
and content, which is achieved through the concurrent development
of linguistic and cognitive competences [3, p. 1]. This approach ensures
the formation of academic foreign language competence and the develop-
ment of interdisciplinary thinking.

ESP, in turn, is aimed at forming foreign language competence relevant
to professional or academic activities in a specific subject area. According
to the concept of T. Dudley-Evans and M. St. John, the content of ESP
training is determined by the analysis of the needs of learners and the
specifics of future professional communication situations [1, p. 4]. There-
fore, ESP focuses on the study of professional genres and discourses, which
requires the intensive use of materials from the real professional environ-
ment.

In the methodology of teaching foreign languages, authentic materials
are classified as texts and documents created for native speakers for the
purpose of real communication, rather than specially adapted for educational
purposes. According to A. Gilmore's definition, authentic materials are those
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that originate from a natural language environment and reflect the real
functioning of language in a social, academic or occupational context
[2, p. 97], while authenticity is determined not only by the source
of the material, but also by the nature of the linguistic interaction it initiates
[2, p. 101]. Within CLIL, authentic materials serve as a source of subject
knowledge explained by means of a foreign language, and their use enables
the integration of speech activity with cognitive processing of content, which
is a constitutive feature of this approach [3, p. 25]. The use of authentic
scientific, journalistic and educational texts makes it possible to create
a learning environment that is as close as possible to the conditions
of academic foreign language discourse.

The application of authentic materials is of paramount importance
in the context of ESP, as they provide exposure to real professional genres
and communicative models. Working with authentic texts of a professional
nature fosters the internalisation of industry-specific terminology, typical
speech structures and pragmatic features of professional communication
[1, p. 74]. In the process of professional training of future English teachers,
authentic materials perform a dual function: firstly, they ensure the for-
mation of academic and professionally oriented foreign language compe-
tence of students, and secondly, they form methodological competence in
modern approaches to the selection of educational content. The European
CLIL Teacher Training Framework explains that the ability to use authentic
and content-rich materials is an integral component of a teacher's
professional competence [4, p. 9].

Consequently, the use of authentic materials emerges as a conceptually
significant element in the implementation of CLIL and ESP approaches
in the system of professional training for future English teachers. These
materials ensure the organic integration of the linguistic and content
components of the educational process and correlate with contemporary pan-
European trends in the modernisation of foreign language education.
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