[bookmark: _GoBack]TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. Is Austen critical or admiring of small town life? Is Highbury’s insulation a help or a hindrance? Discuss the roles that setting and gossip play in Emma. 
2. As Mr. Knightley points out, Emma is often vain, thoughtless, and irresponsible with her wit. Who or what is to blame for Emma’s cluelessness? Can she be the hero of her self-titled story? Discuss.
 3. Miss Bates is a part of every storyline in the novel. Is she simply a comic figure? Is she a moral compass? Explain. Alternatively, discuss the significance of another minor character, such as Augusta Elton or Isabella Knightley.
 4. Is Frank better off for having been adopted by the Churchills? Explain the purpose and residual effects of his being removed from his father. 
5. Mr. Knightley is, without doubt, a romantic hero. But are there other purposes he serves in the novel? Compare Mr. Knightley with Frank Churchill. What behaviors are expected of a gentleman in this society? Which of the two men best fits these expectations? 
6. Why does Frank choose to keep secret his relationship to Jane? Is he at fault for putting Jane in this difficult position, or is society to blame? What do his actions indicate about Frank’s character? 
7. In Emma, several characters are “acting a part” that masks their motivations or desires. Select one such character and trace the role-playing motif throughout the novel. What impact does the part have on the character and story as a whole? 
8. Compare Emma to one of the novel’s other female characters, such as Harriet or Jane. Do the other women represent a part of Emma that she is unable or unwilling to recognize? Why at the end does Emma realize she should have been drawn to Jane, not Harriet, from the beginning? How do the other females help Emma grow? 9. On multiple occasions, Emma is referred to as “blind.” What is the nature of her blindness? Why does Jane Austen choose this particular metaphor? What other characters in the novel are “blind”? What must they do to “see” each other? Why is “cluelessness” so often an element of romance? 
10. At the beginning of the novel, Emma declares her independence. Yet she marries by the story’s end. Is Emma still playing a role? Or has she found a way to maintain her sense of self within the confines of Regency marriage? Is Austen ironic in her depiction of Emma? Or does the author see the possibilities of compromise? 
11. What about George Knightley suggests this marriage will not be the traditional relationship Emma fears in the beginning? Will Emma be good for Knightley? How do the two complement one another? What does the ending suggest about Austen’s sense of gender roles and marriage?





Volume I
 Chapters 1-18 
1. How is Emma Woodhouse characterized in the novel’s opening sentence? 
2. Mr. Woodhouse says, “Emma never thinks of herself if she can do good to others…” (p.10). Does Emma’s father intend this as a positive or negative characterization? How might Mr. Knightley interpret it? What is significant in Austen’s word choice here? 
3. What is Emma’s purpose in befriending Miss Smith? What might Harriet represent to her? Discuss. 
4. Mr. Knightley says, “Emma is spoiled by being the cleverest of her family” (p. 31). What does he mean? In what ways might Emma’s intelligence be a hindrance? 5. Mr. Knightley admits, “I have a very sincere interest in Emma. . . There is an anxiety, a curiosity in what one feels for Emma” (p. 34). What might the reader be led to believe about Knightley’s feelings toward Emma? 
6. Compare Robert Martin’s letter (p. 43) to Phillip Elton’s riddle (p. 61). Why might Emma prefer the “Charade”? 
7. Harriet is astonished by Emma’s vow to remain single (p. 74). How is her reaction a reflection of the time and society in which they live? 
8. What might be the cause of Mr. Woodhouse’s hypochondria and fears? Explain. 9. What is the nature of Mrs. Churchill’s power over Frank? 
10. Why are the villagers so fascinated with Frank Churchill? 
Volume II
 Chapters 1-18 1. Is Emma self-aware? List evidence for both sides.
 2. How is Jane Fairfax a character foil to Emma Woodhouse? 
3. Why does Mrs. Weston warn Emma, “You get upon delicate subjects, Emma… Mr. Frank Churchill hardly knows what to say when you speak of Miss Fairfax’s situation in life. I will move a little farther off” (p. 171). Why might Mrs. Weston feel a connection to Jane? 
4. Mr. Weston refers to Miss Bates as “a standing lesson of how to be happy” (p. 218). What does he mean? How might Mr. Weston’s comment reflect Austen’s purpose? 
5. Mrs. Elton characterizes Emma as having “lived so secluded a life” (p. 235). Is there truth to her insult? Explain. 
6. Emma takes great offense at Mrs. Elton’s reference to George as “Knightley” (p. 238). What is the implied reason for Emma’s reaction? What might be an inferred reason? 
7. Mrs. Elton officiously professes that she will help advance Jane Fairfax, to “bring her forward” (p. 241). How different is her motivation, if at all, from Emma’s vow to “improve” Harriet Smith? (p. 19). Explain. 
8. In describing Jane, Mr. Knightley reflects, “She is reserved; more reserved, I think, than she used to be; and I love an open temper” (p. 247). What deeper comparison might Mr. Knightley be making here? Is he a bit “clueless,” too?
 9. What does Mr. Weston mean when he says of Mrs. Churchill, “She was nobody when he married her, barely the daughter of a gentleman; but ever since her being turned into a Churchill, she has out Churchilled them all….“ (p. 265). How might Mr. Weston’s description give a voice to Austen’s ideas about class?
10. Explain the irony in Mrs. Elton’s statement: “I have quite a horror of upstarts…. giving themselves immense airs and expecting to be on a footing with the old established families” (pp. 265-66).

Volume III 
Chapters 1-19 
1. Explain the irony in Mrs. Elton’s sending the carriage after Jane and Miss Bates, then assuring Mrs. Weston that she’ll “always take care of them” (p. 277). 
2. Both Mrs. Elton (p. 276) and Miss Bates (p. 278) talk non-stop to other characters upon arriving at the Crown Inn. What is a marked difference in the nature of their chatter? What purpose does Austen intend in these contrasting monologues?
 3. In what ways is the ball at the Crown Inn a turning point for Emma? 
4. How might Austen feel about Regency Era gypsies? What evidence supports your answer? 
5. What is the significance in Harriet’s and Emma’s differing recollections of the spruce beer conversation (p. 292)? Why does Austen draw this contrast? 
6. Emma characterizes Mr. Knightley’s Donwell home as “just what it ought to be, and it looked what it was” (pp. 308- 09). Is this also a fitting characterization of the home’s owner? Explain. 
7. Explain the meaning of Franks’s exclamation: “I sick of prosperity and indulgence! You are quite mistaken. I do not look upon myself as either prosperous or indulged. I am thwarted in everything material. I do not consider myself at all a fortunate person” (p. 315). Why is Frank so frustrated? Who or what is the cause of his dissatisfaction?
 8. Mr. Knightley lectures Emma (p. 324), telling her she should model proper behavior for others. Why? Is Mr. Knightley a model? Explain. 
9. Mr. Knightley proclaims to Emma “the beauty of truth and sincerity in all our dealings with each other” (p. 385). Can his words be applied to characters other than their own? Might Mr. Knightley serve as Jane Austen’s voice here? Explain.
 10. To “thoroughly understand, her own heart” becomes Emma’s “first endeavor” (p. 355). How has she changed since the beginning of the novel? What actions support this change?
Home-Reading Lesson 1
1. Read chapters 1-4. Find information about jane Austen’s life and creative activity.

2. Write out the names of the characters you come across in the book (provide a brief explanation of who they are / what they do if necessary) Keep on doing this while reading the subsequent chapters.

3. Translate, transcribe and memorize the following words and phrases:
indulgent
nominal
restraint
be obliged to smb. 
exertion
backgammon
endeavor
unaffected woman
grievously
to be dissuaded
to come of age
caprice
ennui
unwholesome
parish
to adjoin
grievance
outward respect
contented temper
quick sighted
felicity
ample house
coarse
inferior society
scruple
custard
tumbler
conceit
penetration
yeomanry
fluctuation
inclination
flutter of spirits
coarse
illiterate
efficacy
to reckon

4. Recall the contexts in which the first 10 words and phrases listed in section occur.

5. Write out and learn synonyms to the following words: to vex, to ingratiate, a scion, to boast, ennui, thriving, mortified.

6. Discussion questions:
1. Read the first sentence of the novel. How does this opening characterize Emma Woodhouse? What does the word “vex” mean? What are the “best blessings”?
2. What are the “real evils of Emma’s situation” defined in the fourth paragraph? What are the   solutions to this?
3. How in the opening paragraphs does Jane Austen tell us that Highbury is dull? In what ways is Emma trapped in the beginning of the novel? Why isn’t Mr. Woodhouse a good   companion for Emma?
4. Explain the relationship between Emma and Miss Taylor. How was Miss Taylor a suitable friend and an unsuitable friend for Emma?
5. In Mr. Knightley’s visit to the Woodhouses on the evening of the Taylor-Weston marriage, what does the conversation reveal to us about Mr. Woodhouse? about Emma (in relationship to her father and her “triumph”)? about Mr. Knightley (in his response about Mrs. Weston and Emma’s claims of “success”)? What does it show about the relationship between Emma and Mr. Knightley?
6. Emma reflects “Altogether, she was quite convinced of Harriet Smith’s being exactly the young friend she wanted exactly the something which her home required” 
7. What qualities of Harriet made her the “useful” friend Emma sought? Why does Emma think she’s “useful” to Harriet? Why isn’t Harriet Smith a good companion for Emma?
8. What are Harriet’s initial feelings about Robert Martin? What is the effect of Emma’s ques- tions about Robert Martin? What accusation does Emma make against Robert Martin that she is guilty of herself?
9. When Emma declares “I do not mean to set up my opinion against yours,” is she being truthful? 
10. Why does Emma want to take over Harriet Smith’s life?
Volume 2 
Chapters 1-5
1. Translate, transcribe and memorize the following words and phrases:
solace
negligent
scanty comforts
to be no farther incommoded by
to contrive
seized her attention
ingenious
animating suspicion
joint invitation
regiment of infantry
sobering suggestions
unabated regard
matrimonial affairs
fortitude of a devoted novitiate
to penance
to pay civilities
recantation
delineated
to imply a conviction of  
indulgence
diffident
to appease
loin
linen-draper
penance
to resent
to repent
amendment
solicitous inquiries
errand

2. Recall the contexts in which the following words occurred and write out and learn synonyms to them: consolation, to endure, judicious, moderate, accusation, depreciating, deficient, bountiful, prudence, to smooth.
3. Discussion questions:
1. Who are the Bateses? Why does Emma dread visiting them? Why is she “determined to call upon them”? What do these opposing attitudes reveal about her character and Austen’s society? How is Miss Bates a foil to Emma?
2. Who is Jane Fairfax? Why does she come to Highbury? How would she be a suitable friend for Emma Woodhouse?
3. What is the difference between Emma’s inner reaction to Jane Fairfax and her outward manners? What does Emma’s feelings and behavior reveal about her character and Austen’s society?
4. How does Mr. Elton’s marriage reflect on his earlier courtship of Emma Woodhouse? What seems to be the objective of Elton’s family planning? How does Highbury society react to the news of the prospective Augusta Hawkins Elton’s arrival? 
5. Compare the reactions of Jane Fairfax and Emma Woodhouse: What do they reveal about their characters?
6. Reexamine the opening and closing of the scene between Harriet and Emma. Contrast how Harriet feels when she enters Hartfield to her mood when the scene closes. How does Emma manipulate the scene? Why?
7. What is Emma’s role in Harriet’s visit with the Martins? What are the sources of Emma’s misgivings?
8. Describe Frank Churchill’s arrival at Highbury. How does his manner seem to contrast his earlier absence? What former acquaintance does he plan to visit? What are his reasons?
9. What does Frank Churchill report about his acquaintance, Miss Fairfax, after visiting her? Are there any inconsistencies of behavior?
10. How does Emma judge Frank Churchill? How is he different from the other men of her acquaintance? What makes him an attractive personality? What character traits do they share?

Volume 2 
Chapters 6-10
Translate, transcribe and memorize the following words and phrases:
repulsive
Inevitably
amiable inclination
chaise
to set off
coXcomb
harshly
whim
leniently
allowance
incumbent
to allay
undaunted
ostentation
inference
propensity
deXterity
alleviation
indignation
wretched discovery
improvidently
unostentatious kindness
to revolt
entreaty
touchstone
dignified seclusion
unfeignedly and unequivocally
impertinent
to be the rivet of
apple-dumpling
orchard
to slumber

Create a Facebook or Instagram page for your character with some status updates about what they have been up to. Include some pictures and make sure your status updates are relevant to the character and the story. Around 3 - 4 status updates with images should give an overall picture of the character.
Use your status updates to explore what your character does for a job, leisure time, places they might go on vacation and the like. Then share the screen and discuss with groupmates.

Chapters 11-15
4. Translate, transcribe and memorize the following words and phrases:

zeal
indispensable
the score of health
to persevere
inconsiderately
draught
to yield
stable
to unndertake
wainscot
eXpediency
blockhead
surmise
repugnance
to redeem
to surpass one’s eXpectations
to procrastinate
to subside into
perusal
to exert
bashfulness
to sigh
under auspices
mediocre
disgrace
remiss
vanity-bait
to impede
conjugal
vent
contemptuous
licentiousness
to condemn
penury
to take a liberty with sb.
forbearance
to be conversed with sb.







5. Recall the contexts in which the first 15 words occur.

6. Write out and learn synonyms to the following words: mischief, imprudent, disdain, fraud, briskly, dejection, odious

7. Comment on the following:

· Emma is deceiving herself more and more about Frank. He is a charming companion, but in addition she chooses to interpret his words and actions in only one way: as they might apply to herself. This is part of the ironic reversal in which her attitude, for a change, is being conditioned by others, not the least of whom is Frank himself. The reversal is possible, though, because of the continuity of Emma's vanity. In the moments before parting, she assumes that he is about to declare something in reference to her. Frank was about to say something quite different, that he would have been giving her credit for insight that she did not have. 
· Emma obviously has not ended her propensity to manage others and can even shift her own feelings for Frank into another possible "management" for Harriet. Marriage, of course, is still the focal point for her scheming. Now a new character, Augusta Elton, is introduced as one who also likes to manage things. In a sense Augusta combines the worst characteristics of both Emma and Miss Bates. Like Miss Bates, she is an inveterate and domineering talker; but unlike the spinster, she seems lacking in genuine goodwill and in any compensating self-effacement. Like Emma, she has an overriding urge to manage; but unlike her new acquaintance, she obviously is wanting in good breeding and taste and apparently is ready to pass judgment on and manage any and everything that comes into view. 
· We are never told directly that Emma sees something of herself in Augusta; but the rector's new wife will be another major factor in Emma's gradual maturing into self-knowledge, for Augusta is a flagrant example of how far one can go in self-importance and in "management." At the moment, concentrating upon the vulgar reference to George as Knightley, Emma can analyze the newcomer only to the point of calling her an insufferable woman because she is crude and brash.
8. Translate, transcribe and memorize the following words and phrases:
to apprehend
disengaged day
dissipated
formidable
to deem
as elegant as  lace
blush 
quivering lip
concurrence
to fetch
perseverance
fling
abolition
harp
to stipulate
eXceedingly
quaint
to subdue
to be interposed with
to disclaim
seclusion
to despond
saffron
saffron robe
to  dispel  
implicitly
to muse
to imply a dread
eminent
to induce
briskly
upright  figure
bulky
indubitable
to saunter
tippet
irresistibly
blunder
conversable
bustle

9.  Recall the contexts in which the first 15 words occur.
3. Make up plans of the chapters using consideration in the form of five special questions.
4. Translate the following idioms, provide the corresponding idioms in Ukrainian.
1. to pull the wool over sb's eyes 
2. on the spot 
3. to drag one’s feet/heels 
4. to run out of steam
5.  be on a roll
6. to have kittens 
7. to move heaven and earth
8. the calm before the storm
9. to die the death
10. word on the street

5. Highlight the themes:
1. Jane Fairfax’s walk in the rain to fetch her letters becomes subject to speculation and bullying. What do the reactions of three women - Jane Fairfax, Mrs. Elton, Emma - reveal about their characters? What does this episode reveal about women’s position in Austen’s society and social rules on correspondence between men and women?
2. Compare the significant houses Austen has identified with major characters: Hartfield, Randalls, Maple Grove, Enscombe, and the Bates’s apartment in Highbury. What do these  houses reveal about their owners.
3. Mrs. Weston’s letter announcing Frank Churchill’s imminent return to              Highbury: Compare the reactions of Mr. Weston, Emma Woodhouse, Mr. Knightley, Jane Fairfax, and Mrs. Elton.

10. Translate, transcribe and memorize the following words and phrases:
to apprehend
disengaged day
dissipated
formidable
to deem
as elegant as  lace
blush 
quivering lip
concurrence
to fetch
perseverance
fling
abolition
harp
to stipulate
eXceedingly
quaint
to subdue
to be interposed with
to disclaim
seclusion
to despond
saffron
saffron robe
to  dispel  
implicitly
to muse
to imply a dread
eminent
to induce
briskly
upright  figure
bulky
indubitable
to saunter
tippet
irresistibly
blunder
conversable
bustle

11.  Recall the contexts in which the first 15 words occur.
3. Make up plans of the chapters using consideration in the form of five special questions.
4. Translate the following idioms, provide the corresponding idioms in Ukrainian.
1. to pull the wool over sb's eyes 
2. on the spot 
3. to drag one’s feet/heels 
4. to run out of steam
5.  be on a roll
6. to have kittens 
7. to move heaven and earth
8. the calm before the storm
9. to die the death
10. word on the street

5. Highlight the themes:
4. Jane Fairfax’s walk in the rain to fetch her letters becomes subject to speculation and bullying. What do the reactions of three women - Jane Fairfax, Mrs. Elton, Emma - reveal about their characters? What does this episode reveal about women’s position in Austen’s society and social rules on correspondence between men and women?
5. Compare the significant houses Austen has identified with major characters: Hartfield, Randalls, Maple Grove, Enscombe, and the Bates’s apartment in Highbury. What do these  houses reveal about their owners.
6. Mrs. Weston’s letter announcing Frank Churchill’s imminent return to              Highbury: Compare the reactions of Mr. Weston, Emma Woodhouse, Mr. Knightley, Jane Fairfax, and Mrs. Elton.


Translate, transcribe and memorize the following words and phrases:
1. volubility
2. to fag
3. fatiguing
4. alleviation
5. ostler
6. conjecture
7. pensive
8. parlor
9. inquiry
10. indubitable
11. dignified
12. gallantry
13. dilatory
14. to stoop
15. pulmonary
16. apprehension
17. arrowroot
18. endeavour
19. to trifle with
20. demure
21. suspense
22. to abhor
23. to avert  one’s eyes
24. countenance
25. impropriety
26. integrity
27. strict adherence to truth
28. indelicacy
29. deceit
30. treachery
31. to reconcile
32. scrape
33. prophetically
34. dupe
35. disservice
36. tacitly
37. feebleness
38. insolent estimate
39. encumbrance
40. to stab
Recall the contexts in which the first 15 words occur.

Provide the synonyms and learn them: offence, decisively, plea, effusion, abominable, levity, wretchedness
Dwell upon:
1. Mr. Knightley is, without doubt, a romantic hero. But are there other purposes he serves in the novel? Compare Mr. Knightley with Frank Churchill. What behaviors are expected of a gentleman in this society? Which of the two men best fits these expectations? 
2. Why does Frank choose to keep secret his relationship to Jane? Is he at fault for putting Jane in this difficult position, or is society to blame? What do his actions indicate about Frank’s character? 
3. In Emma, several characters are “acting a part” that masks their motivations or desires. Select one such character and trace the role-playing motif throughout the novel. What impact does the part have on the character and story as a whole? 
4. Compare Emma to one of the novel’s other female characters, such as Harriet or Jane. Do the other women represent a part of Emma that she is unable or unwilling to recognize? Why at the end does Emma realize she should have been drawn to Jane, not Harriet, from the beginning? How do the other females help Emma grow? 5. On multiple occasions, Emma is referred to as “blind.” What is the nature of her blindness? Why does Jane Austen choose this particular metaphor? What other characters in the novel are “blind”? What must they do to “see” each other? Why is “cluelessness” so often an element of romance? 
1. Translate, transcribe and memorize the following words and phrases:
1. composure
2. to subdue
3. indignation
4. abominable scoundrel
5. flutter
6. intelligible
7. negligent treatment
8. delusion
9. contrition
10. obliging 
11. to put up with
12.  disclosure
13. plot against
14. alloy
15. atonement
16. wade through
17. at hazards
18. ostensible
19. insolent
20. repentance
21. tenaciously
22. deduction
23. resentment
24. a tooth amiss
25. lead astray oneself
26. saucy friend
27. to be assured of
28. a conciliatory approach
29. to have a crush on
30. turmoil of emotions
2. Recall the contexts in which the first 15 words occur.
3. Write out and learn synonyms to the following words: slight, to size up, a scion, to contrive, a flair, truculent, to jut.
4. Draw the character from the chapters you have recently read.  Show them as a baby, middle aged and as an older person. Underneath each picture write what you think they might be doing at that point of their life, and explain why they may be doing so.


Place yourself in the shoes of one of the characters you have just read about and represent a diary entry of a key moment from the story.
Try to choose a moment in the story in which the character has plenty of interaction and emotion to share in a diary entry.
Your diary entry should be around a page in length and contain information you learnt from the book when the character was in that specific place and time.
Determine central ideas and create a crest for a character in a novel. You will have to select symbols and colors that represent the character to decorate the crests and then explain your choices. To conclude, we will compare crests made for the same character and defend why the choices of your groupmates were more appropriate.
Find 10 phrasal verbs and explain their meaning in English.

