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FOSSIL REMAINS OF PROBOSCIDEA FROM 
THE TERRITORY OF CHERNIVTSI REGION
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Most of the known finds of proboscideans from the Chernivtsi Region come from 
multilayered Palaeolithic sites in the Bukovyna-Bessarabian part of the Dniester Ba-
sin (Doroshivtsi 3, Korman 4, Molodova 1, Molodova 5, etc.). Most of them belong 
to relatively late forms of mammoth. The oldest find is the tooth of Deinotherium cf. 
giganteum, found by M. Dutchak in the deposits of the Early Pleistocene terrace of 
the Dniester valley, near Makarivka Village. The discovery of Anancus arvernensis 
near Samushyn on the Dniester was reported by Botezat (1912). The tooth is now in 
the zoological collection of the Chernivtsi National University. The same collection 
also contains a tooth of Mammuthus meridionalis, found in Bukovyna, although the 
location of the find is unknown. The tooth of M. trogonterii, found in 1986 in Bere-
homet above Seret, is kept in the collection of the Lviv Museum of Natural History.

The systematic affiliation of mammoths from the lower Mousterian layers of the 
Moldova 5 site has recently been revised. We attribute them to the form M. primige-
nius fraasi, which existed at the end of MIS6. Near the same site, in the erosion of the 
Dniester reservoir, teeth of M. intermedius and M. cf. chosaricus were found.

Teeth of one individual of M. trogonterii and two individuals of M. t. chosaricus, 
found in the channel alluvium of the Brusnytsia River (a tributary of the Prut River), 
near the villages of Brusnytsia. Two complete mandibles of the late form of M. primi-
genius were excavated at the loess section of Zeleniv. The remains of late forms of 
M. primigenius are more often found at Upper Palaeolithic sites and in the sediments 
of the lower terraces of the Dniester, Prut, and Seret rivers. The tooth of Palaeolox-
odon antiquus was excavated in 1933 in the Siret River basin.
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The complete mandible of an adult individual of the late form  
of Mammuthus primigenius in situ in the loess section Zeleniv.

 

 
 

The complete mandible of an adult individual of the late form of Mammuthus primigenius in situ in 
the loess section Zeleniv. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 




