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Yuriy Fedkovych Chernivtsi National University, Chernivtsi, Ukraine 

THE PRODUCTIVE SIDE OF AI-ASSISTED CHEATING: CAN UNAUTHORIZED 
AI USE SUPPORT LEARNING? 

Introduction. The rapid integration of generative artificial intelligence (AI) into 
education has challenged traditional understandings of academic integrity and 
learner autonomy. Students increasingly use AI systems to generate answers, 
complete written assignments, translate texts, summarize information, and solve 
academic problems. From the perspective of academic integrity, submitting AI-
generated work as one’s own may constitute unauthorized assistance or 
academic misconduct. However, the educational consequences of such practices 
are more complex than a simple opposition between “cheating” and “learning”. 
The same interaction with an AI system may potentially become a source of 
learning when students critically evaluate, correct, transform, and discuss the 
generated content. 

Aim. The aim of this study is to examine the potentially productive aspects of 
unauthorized AI-assisted academic practices and to distinguish between passive 
delegation of learning tasks and active learner–AI collaboration. Particular 
attention is paid to critical evaluation, verification of AI-generated information, 
linguistic revision, and independent decision-making as factors that can 
transform AI use into a learning-oriented activity. 

Results. The analysis suggests that the educational value of AI-assisted practices 
depends less on the mere presence of AI than on the learner’s mode of 
interaction with the system. Passive copying of an AI-generated answer involves 
a high degree of task delegation and provides limited opportunities for 
developing independent competences. By contrast, questioning an AI system, 
comparing alternative answers, identifying factual or linguistic inaccuracies, 
revising generated material, and explaining the reasons for particular changes 
require cognitive and metacognitive engagement. In this context, an initially 
unauthorized use of AI can unintentionally create opportunities for learning. The 
productive potential is particularly evident in language education, where AI-
generated texts can function as objects of linguistic analysis, editing, error 
detection, stylistic comparison, and critical reflection.  

Conclusions. AI-assisted cheating should not be viewed exclusively as a threat to 
education. Although uncritical submission of AI-generated work undermines 
academic integrity, interaction with AI can also contain a productive learning 
dimension. The central pedagogical challenge is therefore not simply to prevent 
students from using AI, but to transform AI use from delegation into critical 
collaboration. Educational tasks that require students to evaluate, modify, justify, 
and personalize AI-generated content may help reconcile the principles of 
academic integrity with the educational potential of generative AI. 
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