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OCCURRENCES OF LARGE PLEISTOCENE 
FELIDS IN WESTERN UKRAINE
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⊲ 	 Keywords: cave sediments; Pleistocene; Palaeolithic; Dniester Basin; Ukrainian 
Carpathians.

The subfossil remains of large Pleistocene felids (Felidae) in the area are quite 
rare. They originate from the sediments of three taphonomic types: cave, alluvium, 
and Palaeolithic loess sites. The cave sites that include such remains fit into two main 
karst areas: the small limestone ‘islands’ in the Ukrainian Carpathians and the huge 
area of gypsum karst in the Middle Dniester basin. 

One of the first finds of a large pantherine cat of the lion group was found in 
the Mousterian layer of the Molodova V multilayered Palaeolithic site. It was repre-
sented by two hemimandibles, a half-destroyed right canine, and the right and left 
p4–m1. Initially identified as P. spelaea, it was later revised to P. (L.) fossilis. 

Due to our revision of the age of Mousterian beds at this site, it is most likely P. in-
termedius. The single bones of P. spelaea were also found in the Upper Palaeolithic 
beds of the sites Korman IV, Molodovo I, and Novodnistrovsk 2.

In the Ukrainian Carpathians, only two caves in the Uglia karst district contained 
the remains of felids. In the Bilykh Stin Cave, the partial skeleton and a few teeth of 
the huge Panthera cf. intermedius, accompanied by the Ursus deningeri, were exca-
vated. The isolated bones of much smaller P. spelaea were excavated in the neigh-
bouring cave Perlyna. At the gypsum karst site, the remains of a large pantherine, 
probably P. fossilis, were recently found in a buried cave in the gypsum quarry near 
Chornyi Potik Village (Northern Bukovyna). The P. spelaea remains are also known 
from the Upper Palaeolithic cave sites Pryima I, not far from Lviv, and Mala Ilovytsa 
buried cave, in the Kremenets Mountains.

The P. spelaea mandible was found in the channel alluvium of the Vyshnia River, 
in Rudky (Lvivska oblast).
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The cave lion mandibles from Rudky (upper) and Korman (lower) sites.  
The collection of the Lviv Museum of Natural History of the Academy  

of Science of Ukraine.

 

 
 

The cave lion mandibles from Rudky (upper) and Korman (lower) sites. The collection of the Lviv 
Museum of Natural History of the Academy of Science of Ukraine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




